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Do I need a consent?

• Ask these questions-
– Is Grape Marc Leachate mixed in my wastewater?
– Soil Sensitive or Groundwater protection area?
– Close to a bore, surface water or property boundary?
– Sloping land (>7°)

• Is the answer is yes, then yes.
– Other standards apply also (pH, N, ponding, soil conditions)-

check with Council.



Before applying or renewing

• Come and talk to Council.
• A pre-application meeting can help identify 

issues upfront.
– Make an appointment with the Duty Planner.



Key thinking points
• Characteristics of the disposal field
• Proximity to surface water, 

depth to groundwater 
• Soil types and 

waterholding capacity
• Vegetative cover and its 

management

Irrigate the disposal field before you need it at vintage!



Key thinking points
• Characteristics of the discharge

– Is GML included?
– What is the chemical makeup and 

loading? 
• BOD (daily rate)
• N,P,K, Na (annual inputs)

– Has concentration increased?



Key thinking points
• Characteristics of the Winery

– Has WW volume increased or decreased?
– Will the winery be expanding?
– Are sodium-based cleaners used?
– Is wastewater treated before discharge?
– Has water use fallen?
– How much wastewater storage is there?
– What is the outside hard stand area that 

drains to waste?



Consent conditions
• Can be scaled
• Can use other consents as guides

– Consents are public information
• https://maps.marlborough.govt.nz/smartmaps



Consent Conditions- Monitoring

• Depth of irrigation
– Irrigate only with a soil 

moisture deficit
• Use a soil moisture probe

– Keep nutrients in rooting zone-
• harvest and remove vegetation-

(implications for application method)
• grazing can increase leaching
• keep vegetation actively growing



Consent Conditions- Monitoring

• Set up a control site to monitor soil conditions
• Keep records-

– Total volume discharged 
• soil water budget?

– Soil moisture measurements
– WWW test results
– Soil test results

• Report on time!



Consents are the baseline
SWNZ provides members with:

– A continuous improvement pathway, enabling organisations to constantly improve and fine-
tune their methods.

• The regional plan sets the absolute minimum standards
– Complying represents the bottomline NOT best 

practice
• Wastewater management that uses continuous 

improvement and goes beyond minimum 
standards is strongly encouraged.



Questions?

matt.oliver@marlborough.govt.nz

mailto:Matt.oliver@marlborough.govt.nz
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